
STRATEGIC APPLICATIONS SUB COMMITTEE
Tuesday, 22 December 2020

Present: Councillor S Kelly (Chair)

Councillors G Davies
S Foulkes

P Stuart
K Hodson

1 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Andrew Gardner.

2 MEMBERS' CODE OF CONDUCT - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were asked to consider whether they had any disclosable pecuniary 
interests and/or any other relevant interest in connection with any item(s) on 
this agenda and, if so, to declare them and state what they were.

No declarations of interest were received.

3 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR 

The Chair called for nominations for the role of Vice Chair of the Strategic 
Applications Sub-Committee. It was:

Moved by Councillor Stuart Kelly 
Seconded by Councillor George Davies

that Councillor Steve Foulkes be appointed as Vice Chair of the Strategic 
Applications Sub-Committee for the remainder of the Municipal Year 2020/21.

No other nominations were received.

RESOLVED – That Councillor Steve Foulkes be appointed as Vice Chair 
of the Strategic Applications Sub-Committee for the remainder of the 
Municipal Year 2020/21.

4 PROTOCOL FOR PRE-APPLICATION AND PRE-DECISION MEMBER 
ENGAGEMENT BRIEFINGS 

Matthew Neal, Principal Solicitor introduced the report of the Director of Law 
and Governance that set out options on how the Strategic Applications Sub-
Committee may best discharge its responsibility to carry out informal pre-



application discussions with developers in relation to any matter which 
potentially may come before the Sub-Committee for a later decision.

The report informed that on 15 October 2020 Planning Committee resolved, 
amongst other matters, to reserve some matters to itself which otherwise 
would fall within the Terms of Reference of the Strategic Applications Sub-
Committee, and that the Sub Committee be delegated the consideration of the 
protocols and procedures to be adopted with regard to pre application 
discussion arrangements.
 
Members noted that the draft Protocol for Pre-application and Pre-decision 
Member Engagement Briefing as attached to the report (as Appendix 1). The 
purpose of the Protocol outlined the process for developer engagement with 
members of the Strategic Applications Sub-Committee at the pre-application 
and pre-decision stages of the planning application process.
 
The report further informed that the process was solely for the following types 
of development proposals:

 Large-scale major developments - 200 houses or more or 10,000 
square metres of non-residential floor space (which, by their nature, 
(e.g. scale, location etc.) have wider strategic implications and raise 
issues of more than local importance.

 Significant applications by Wirral Borough Council to develop any land 
owned by the Council for development of any land by the Council or by 
the Council jointly with any other person.

 Development which would be a significant departure from the 
development plan (with the exception of domestic extensions). 

 Decisions that would need to be referred to the Secretary of State, with 
the exception of applications for Planning Permission and/or Listed 
Building Consent to Grade I listed buildings, where there are no 
objections on conservation grounds.

Members noted that the pre-application and pre-decision discussion between 
the Sub-Committee and the developer will be in the form of an informal 
briefing which may be instigated by a developer or a planning officer. The 
applicant will be able to give a presentation of the proposal and the members 
will have the opportunity to ask questions and seek clarification on the details 
of a proposal.  However, the meeting will not enter into detailed negotiations 
with regard to any proposed application and such negotiations should be left 
to discussions between the applicant and the planning officers. 

The Committee was requested to approve the Protocol for Pre-application and 
Pre-decision Member Engagement Briefing and to note the terms of reference 



of the Sub-Committee together with the determination of the Planning 
Committee on 15 October 2020 with regards to those terms of reference.

Moved by Councillor Stuart Kelly
Seconded by Councillor Steve Foulkes

It was

RESOLVED - That

(1) the terms of reference of the Strategic Applications Sub-
Committee as approved by Council together with the matters 
agreed by Planning Committee on 15 October 2020, be noted; and

(2) the Protocol for pre-application and pre-decision Member 
Engagement Briefings, be approved.


